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a brazen vessel pour? into the palm of their
right hand a few drops of water which they
drink. After this they retire to a distance and
an attendant pours water over both their hands
to cleanse them from contact with their lips.
This food is regarded as Kabir's special gift
and it is said that all who receive it worthily
will obtain eternal life.

This service is followed by a substantial
meal, which is paid for by subscription, Should
no wealthy member of the Panth have come
forward to defray the cost. s4

After listening to this account of the service
I inquired of the Mahant as to the fate of those
who abstained from receiving the gifts of Kabfr.
He replied that all men on their death-bed
could receive from their Mahant Prasad^ Cha-
ron Mitra and JParwdna and that in cases
where the Mahant lived at a distance it was
usual to place a certain amount of Chdran
Mitrd and Parwdna with one or more of his

(24;) When a Mahant is not present these services are con-
siderably curtailed, as the officiating chela is only provided
with a service book containing a portion of the service, nor is
he authorised to do all that a Mahant would do. Even when
a Mahant id present the service on Sundays is only said in
part and is usually brought to a close? at midnight. The full
service is read at JPumn Masi, One oc my informants told me
that there were generally between 80 and 40 present at the
Ohauka which he attended on Sund^ya.

A full CJmutia service or Arti Prasad, followed by Jbf
Pras&df can be held at any time, if some one is willing to
defray all expenses, including the cost of the meal that follows
in accordance with custom.